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1. SL(2,C) as the double cover of the Lorentz group (15 P.)

1. Let 0, = (1, 0), where o; are the Pauli matrices. For a four-vector v define the
2 x 2 matrix V' (v) by
V(v) =v,0t.

Show that det V (v) = v
2. Show that v, = 5 tr[5,,V (v)], where 7, = (1, —0).
3. Show that A € SL(2,C) induces a Lorentz transformation v +— v’ through

V(v') = AV (v)AT.
4. Deduce that .
AE(A) = 5 tr [0 Ao, A']

defines a homomorphism from SL(2,C) into the proper orthochronous Lorentz
group.

5. Identify the kernel of the homomorphism and conclude that SL(2,C) is the double
cover of the proper orthochronous Lorentz group.

2. Weyl spinors (10 P.)

1. Derive the generators of boosts and rotations in the (%, ()) and (O, %) representations
of the Lorentz group.

2. Conclude that these representations of the Lorentz group can be written as

and

where & = 0; —1(;.



3. The Dirac algebra (15 P.)

1. Let 7, be the generators of the Dirac (Clifford) algebra defined by the anticommu-
tation relation
Yu Y + TV = 277/11/7
and let ‘
i
Oy = 5[0 W

Show that a representation p of the Dirac algebra gives a representation p of the
Lie algebra of the Lorentz group via p(L,,) = 2p(0,u).

2. Show that a representation (the Weyl representation) of the Dirac algebra is given

N (01 (0 o
p(vo)(ﬂ 0) p(%)(gi 0 )

3. Give the generators of boosts and rotations in the Weyl representation; conclude
that the corresponding representation of the Lorentz group is reducible, and give
its decomposition into irreps.

4. Show that another representation (the Pauli representation) of the Dirac algebra is

given by
p(v0) = ( g _0]1 ) p(vi) = ( _OJZ, %i ) ‘



